Point Group Notes i

Getting to know you...

1. Let’s get to the exciting part! What did you think of Pastor John’s announcement?
Excited? Nervous? Confused? Let’s talk about it!

2. Do you ever feel as though your life was dramatically redirected? What was that like?
Tell us the story.

3. How have you seen God show up when things don’t go according to your plan?

Quick Review — Have a look at your sermon notes from last week. What stood out to you the
most? Did you learn anything new? Did anything said leave you with any questions?

Digging Deeper...

This past Sunday, Pastor John walked us through Acts chapter 16, where Paul, in his journey, is
forbidden from going into Asia and is called by the Holy Spirit to head to Macedonia so that the
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ can be preached to the Macedonians! This week in Point Group,
we will look at the result of Paul and Silas’ obedience to this call. When faced with a large or
difficult task, we can begin to worry that we won't be successful or that “it won't work.”
Sometimes, we even fall into the trap of thinking what we are about to do won’t matter. Let’s
look at 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 and see how God blessed the obedience of Paul and Silas and how
their obedience blessed the international community of believers.

Read the passage below and answer the following questions.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 gsv
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among
the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For
they gave according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their
own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the
saints— * and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and
then by the will of God to us.
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1. How does the Macedonian church's joy amid severe trials reveal their spiritual
maturity?

2. In what ways does their eagerness to give, despite their poverty, demonstrate their
deep trust in God's provision?

3. What can we learn from the heart behind the Macedonian church's desire to give to the
Lord?

4. How do you think Paul and Silas would have felt, considering that this now successful
and spiritually mature church plant resulted from a strange redirect by the Holy Spirit in
Acts 167

Taking it Home...

1. 2 Cor 8:1-5 directly results from obedience to the Lord from the Apostle Paul.
So, let’s dream a little bit... What would it look like if you and our church all lived in
obedience to the call(s) to the ministry we’re currently discussing?

2. The first Macedonian call was a call to obedience in evangelism, and the second was
a call to generosity and sacrificial giving. Both will be necessary as we embark on this
10-year journey as a church. Which of the two are you grappling with the most?
Why?

3. How can your Point Group pray for you as you handle how to apply God’s word this
week?
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